The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.

Sermon for Proper 13A

Text: Romans 2:1-5

Over the last few weeks, we have been hearing in St. Paul’s letter to the Romans
about the new life in Christ. In the first eight chapters, Paul is explaining about this
new life which is so crucial in his own life, a life now centred in the crucified and
risen Christ. Paul describes how he has moved from a persecutor of Christians to a
proclaimer of the gospel.

He began in Chapter 1, saying, "For | am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power
of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and to the Greek.
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written,
‘The one who is righteous will live by faith™ (1:16-17).

God's judgment and wrath have been revealed to Jew and Gentile alike. For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. We are guilty before God. The law
and the prophets bear withess to a righteousness from God apart from the law for
all who believe.

Paul rejoices and is confident in God’s love where “all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose"”, and
nothing in all creation "will be able to separate us from the love of God".

Suddenly, at the beginning of chapter 9, Paul says he is full of anguish. What has
filled him with anguish?2

Why did he begin with, “I speak the truth, | am not lying, my conscience confirms it
in the Holy Spirit"e Well, most likely, some people thought that Paul had abandoned
his people, and that God had as well. As we read on in Paul’s letter to the Romans,
Paul answers this question: If the Gospel is for the Jews first, why has the Gospel
message not appealed to the Jews?

Paul, full of anguish and sorrow over his people’s rejection of salvation through
Jesus, writes, "I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For | could
wish that | myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers.”
(Romans 9:1-3). He says he is willing to be cut off from salvation, if such were
possible, so his people could be saved.

Perhaps you would say that for your son or daughter or some other close family
member who's drifted from faith in God.

Paul has deep concern for his people, and he is convinced that without Christ, they
are headed for destruction, despite all God has given them.



Paul knows God chose them as his people, starting with Abraham: “I will make you
into a great nation and | will bless you.... all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”

To them belongs the glory. The people of Israel saw God's glory when he walked
before them as a pillar of fire in the desert. He rested upon them in the Tabernacle
and the Temple. He went before them into the Promised Land.

To them belongs the law. On Mt. Sinai God spoke to Israel and no other nation. He
gave them the great laws. He set apart the nation of Israel, the Jews, to give birth
to his Messiah, his Anointed One, the Saviour from sins.

For them came the prophets. The prophets were sent to proclaim the word of God
to his people. He entrusted to no one else the words of Scripture. Nearly every book
of Scripture, both Old and New Testament, is written by an Israelite.

To them belong the promises. The Seed of the woman was promised to Adam and
Eve. A covenant of salvation and no more floods was made with Noah. The
promise of a great nation and world-wide blessing was made to Abraham. A son to
rule forever was promised to David. A son born of a virgin was promised through
Isaiah. A new covenant of forgiveness was announced through Jeremiah. The
arrival of the Messiah was spoken by John the Baptist. Israel did not stand on the
outside looking in. They were God's inner crowd. First for the Jew, then for the
Gentile, Paul said (Romans 1:16).

Theirs are the patriarchs. One thing that some Lutherans like to do, is to see where a
family connection goes back to. You may have parents, or grandparents, even
great grandparents that were significant in some way. But the Israelites can claim
patriarchs such as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Gideon,
Samson, David, Samuel, Daniel, and so on.

And from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ. Jesus was born a Jew. He
comes from Abraham to bless all nations. He shoots up from Jesse's stump and
creates a new tree. He is David’s Son. When a local person ends up playing sport
on the national arena, that person is spoken about with a certain pride as this is
where their career began. Imagine the town of Bethlehem. This is where Jesus was
born. “He's one of us.”

And Israel threw it away. Jesus agonized over this rejection of himself as the
promised Messiah in Matthew 23:37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the
prophets and stone those sent to you, how often | have longed to gather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not
willing."”

Paul agonizes over the rejection of the Messiah by his own people, the Jews, as
well. Paul is convinced all God's promises to the Jewish people, the Israelites, are
found in Christ.



At the same time, Paul would willingly devote himself to God without hope of being
redeemed if that would save his people.

While the only one who can save us is Christ, Paul showed a deep love for his
people—that he was willing to sacrifice his life for them. Such is the extent of Paul's
anguish for the sake of Christ crucified and the people of the covenant promise of
God.

Where Paul wished to be cursed, Jesus went through with it. As it is written in
Galatians, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for
us, for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”” (Galatians 3:13).

For a world that is more concerned about itself than anyone else, Jesus' heart
burned with sorrow and was soaked in anguish. He didn’t just wish to be a curse; he
became the curse. Jesus prays for all who persecute him, including us. It was not
just for Jerusalem and Jews that Jesus wept. It was for the world, that has turned its
back upon him, the world that heard his words, that heard his call, and rejects him.

Don’t forget what Christ has done for you. He died and rose again to promise us
adoption into his chosen family. He gives us the glory to know God through himself.
He gives us the new covenant which says, “There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.” When Jesus took the cup,
after supper, he said “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink i, in remembrance of me.” We are assured he has accepted us into his
family as forgiven sinners.

We have been given his word, we partake in worship of God, we are grafted into
the covenant God made with Abraham, and are blessed through Abraham's seed,
Jesus Christ. We are truly blessed for ever! Amen.



